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February  Gateway to Spring!
Greetings from the VP saddle!
Welcome to our new members this month. It's great to have you
on board. For renewing members, thank you for your continued
support.
If you have not already done so, please take a moment to
complete your membership renewal. We will only send out one
reminder 30 days after your due date. After a short grace period,
your membership status will convert to pending and you will miss out on upcoming articles and updated
Member Directory.
This will be an exciting new year for the fellowship. Beginning this month, we will be publishing a series of
articles on running Rotary cycling fund raisers. This month we will start the series off with the all time
Rotary mega ride, Ride to End Polio. Gary Hirsch, Event Director and his D5500 team topped $11M in
November’s 2016 ride. Not bad for a stroll around Tucson’s famous Loop!
Stay tuned for more exciting rides from Rotary Clubs around the country.
Thank you again for your continued membership.
Cycle Safe!
James Morrison
Albuquerque Del Sol Rotary Club
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=36d24c6fa0&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=15a3906f994bb112&siml=15a3906f994bb112
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Feature  How To Plan A Cycling Fundraiser

Anatomy of a Successful Fund Raising Event (Part 1 of a Series)
by Gary Hirsch, Rotary Club of Tucson, D5500 Ride To End Polio Chairman
The Rotary District 5500 Ride to End Polio (The Ride) is one of the most successful fund raising events in
the history of Rotary, having generated about $35 million over 8 years, including matches from the Gates
Foundation. In a series of articles I will discuss some of the factors that have made that success possible.
Some are unique to the Ride while others are broadly applicable. These include:

It Doesn’t Take a Village—It Takes Vision and Purpose
The Role of the Champion
“Latching On”
Publicity and Visibility
Fellowship and Celebration
Simon Sinek has a wonderful video on Ted.com that talks about “Starting
with Why.” The Ride to End Polio exists because one Tucson Rotarian
had a great big WHY.
The Ride is dedicated to the memory of Michael J. Harris (photo to the
left), its founder. He didn’t necessarily set out thinking he would raise
millions. He had a Purpose—to design a PolioPlus fund raising event that
could work for smaller clubs with limited resources that would enable them
to take advantage of the Gates Match. And Mike envisioned that the El
Tour de Tucson, a ride that draws 8,000 cyclists to Tucson each
November would serve as that event. El Tour is intended as a fundraising
event and Mike was determined to get PolioPlus approved as one of only
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=36d24c6fa0&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=15a3906f994bb112&siml=15a3906f994bb112
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a dozen participating non-proﬁts. He knew the organizer, but it was his
purpose that drove him and ﬁnally, nine years ago he made it happen.
We can’t know exactly how Mike saw this event unfolding. He passed not too long after the ﬁrst year’s
ride. But it is safe to say that had Mike not been absolutely possessed with his vision and his purpose and
able to get others excited about it, there might not be a Ride to End Polio.
So for those who see the Ride and think that it would be nice to emulate it, that’s simply not enough. You
need a powerful WHY that can withstand everything and anything that gets in your way and that can
endure until you succeed.

News and Updates

Get The Cycling Event Season Rolling!
By Colleen Radich, Sterling (VA) Rotary Club, C2S Events Chair
Whether you are outside enjoying unseasonably warm temperatures, looking out the window at the
ground covered in snow while you bike inside on a trainer, or doing both as the weather changes from day
to day like it is here in the DC area, spring can’t be too far away. Keep your spirits up, look forward to
perfect spring temperatures, and start planning your cycling to serve ride year calendar.
February 25, the Deer Park Rotary Club will hold the Texas Independence Bike Tour at the San Jacinto
Battleground near Houston, Texas. This event will help raise funds to support the club’s service and
scholarship programs.
On March 25, Tampa area cyclists have two opportunities to cycle to serve. You can help with Autism
support by cycling in the Tampa Interbay Rotary’s 8th Annual Cycling for Autism event. The event will be
held at the Courtney Campbell Bike Trail, with choices of 40, 20, 12 or 6 mile rides, or a virtual ride if you
are not in the area. There is also a cycling event being held by the New Tampa Noon Rotary called
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=36d24c6fa0&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=15a3906f994bb112&siml=15a3906f994bb112
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Cycling for Vets, to beneﬁt local veteran and ﬁrst responder charities. The ride will be held at Flatwoods
Wilderness Park, and has distances of 4 miles, 18 miles, or 39 miles.
Check out the Cycling to Serve event calendar for more opportunities to serve through cycling. If you do
not see your favorite ride listed, please email events@cycling2serve.us to let us know about it, so we can
add it to the calendar.

Your Fellowship is Growing!
What an exciting year! Regional Coordinators and members are
spreading the word about the Fellowship and we are growing. We want to
welcome the following new members, through January 15, 2016!
Joshua Wallace, Muskegon, MI - Muskegon RC
Joshua rides road and mountain bikes, and rides in the United
Way ride, and the United and Mercy Health Ride. Joshua
mentioned that there are other cyclist in his club that would like to
get involved.
J. Peter Agnell, Abilene, TX - Abilene RC
J Peter rides Road, hybrid and stationary bikes, and rides in Rides
such as the Hotter than Hell ride in Wichita Falls Texas, and
others.
Did you know you can now download a copy of the member directory?
Simply go to our Member's Area of the Fellowship website. Just
remember, this is for non-commercial use of our Fellowship Members.

Why Should You Renew Today?
By Tom Drennan, Rotary Club of Overland (MO), C2S Membership Chair
You might ask yourself, why belong to Cycling to Serve? One reason that comes to mind is how it can
open many doors in the United States, Canada, and perhaps around the world. When I became a more
active cyclist, I spent many hours alone on the bike. With the help of Cycling to Serve, I now have cycling
friends in Oklahoma, Texas, Illinois, Arizona, Washington just to name a few. Each member is a link to
the chain of Rotarians who go out of their way to serve. Each link is important, because we all can relate
to a broken chain. We Rotarians are known for our "get it done" attitude. If you haven’t renewed yet,
please do so. Now. Your next adventure awaits and also there are friends you don’t know yet waiting to
have fellowship with you.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=36d24c6fa0&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=15a3906f994bb112&siml=15a3906f994bb112
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Announcing A New "How To Plan Your Rotary Cycling Fund
Raiser" Regular Feature!
Starting with the February Cycling To Serve newsletter, we will start to draw on the experience of some of
our Fellowship members on how THEY plan a Rotary cycling event. Even if you already hold a cycling
fund raiser, there is probably something you can learn from others. Connecting Rotary Cyclists with other
like-minded Rotarians is a prime goal of this Fellowship. This new feature will become invaluable.
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=36d24c6fa0&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=15a3906f994bb112&siml=15a3906f994bb112
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If you would like to share some of YOUR experience, send an email to: newsletter@cycling2serve.us.
We would like to hear from you!
Do you want to get an earlier start, you can. Check out this wonderful resource, available from The
Alliance for Biking and Walking. From their website:
From rural communities to big cities, organizations are planning fundraising bike rides that are bringing
them new members, new partners, new political connections, and funds to help their organizations thrive.
But how does an organization get started organizing such an event? The Alliance for Biking and
Walking’s Guide to Fundraising Rides is the ﬁrst book to bring you the ins and outs of organizing
fundraising rides that beneﬁt bicycling. This guide will take you through all the steps of planning a
successful fundraising ride, from setting a date to thanking your sponsors and volunteers. Filled with
expert advice, samples from successful rides, and take-away tools you can use, this guide is an
invaluable resource for the aspiring event planner while offering new tips and ideas to veteran ride
directors.
The guide costs $22.95 for non-members of the Alliance.

Cycling To Serve Beneﬁts!
You already know the main benefits of your Cycling To Serve Fellowship is
the ability to connect to other Rotarians:
That share your passion for Rotary and Cycling
Who host cycling related fund raising events
And ﬁnd Rotary cycling events across the USA/CAN and around
the world.
Did you realize you have additional benefits? In this newsletter we
welcome new two companies who are offering discounts to Cycling To
Serve Fellowship members. For a full list of Fellowship Member benefits
and respective discount codes, visit the Cycling To Serve Member Area
page.

Dual Eyewear  Dual provides performance eyewear for those athletes
who need bifocals in their glasses. If you have trouble seeing your cycling
computer, these glasses will work for you! Dual is offering 30% off select
products!

Cycling is Social
Plan and List Your Next Cycling Season is HERE... Stay
Connected Throughout The Long Winter Months!!

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=36d24c6fa0&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=15a3906f994bb112&siml=15a3906f994bb112
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Know of a Rotary cycling event? Please share it by submitting your event by clicking either here or on the
Cycling2Serve website!

Facebook Anyone?
Stay up to date with the latest in Fellowship happenings on our Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/cycling2serve/

Got STRAVA?
Stay connected with Rotarian Cyclists from around the world on a Strava Club just for Rotarians!
https://www.strava.com/clubs/Rotary

On TrainerRoad?
Join the TrainerRoad Team! We will be adding workouts to help you prepare for your next Century or
Fondo!

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=36d24c6fa0&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=15a3906f994bb112&siml=15a3906f994bb112
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On Zwift?
Add "Rotary" after your last name so other Rotarians can see you as you ride the roads of Watopia,
London or Richmond.

Safe cycling from your Cycling To Serve Fellowship Board!
James Morrison - VP USA / CAN (vp@cycling2serve.us)
Dan Kapsak - Secretary
Jeff Ott - Treasurer (treasurer@cycling2serve.us)
Tom Drennan - Membership (membership@cycling2serve.us)
Colleen Radich - Events (events@cycling2serve.us)
Kristin Brown - RI Coordination
Jeff Ott - Past VP USA/CAN, Newsletter (newsletter@cycling2serve.us)

Cycling To Serve Rotary Fellowship

www.Cycling2serve.us
Facebook.com/cycling2serve/
strava.com/clubs/Rotary
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=36d24c6fa0&view=pt&search=inbox&msg=15a3906f994bb112&siml=15a3906f994bb112
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